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Story ideas for print and broadcast media

May 18, 1990
TIANANMEN SQUARE--ONE YEAR LATER:
'THERE WILL BE NO BIG CHANGES IN CHINA,' PREDICTS UD PROFESSOR

International attention was focused on China a year ago when thousands
of students demanded pro-democracy reforms, but a University of Dayton
professor thinks change will come slowly to his native country.
"In a few years, there will be no big change inside of China," said
Zhigang Wang, an assistant professor of language at UD who teaches a course
on Chinese culture. "The government knows how to stay in power. Only if
there are some internal changes in the party, if some of the older
revolutionaries are gone, will there be changes."
Wang, who would someday like to return home to be with his family in
Changchun, thinks any demonstrations marking the one-year anniversary of
the Tiananmen Square uprising June 4 will be very subtle. He saw a notice
recently in a Chinese newspaper calling for a "white shirt movement'' on
June 4 that is asking students and workers to silently protest the
government's crackdown on protesters by wearing white shirts.
"There won't be a big anniversary protest," predicts Wang. "The
government knows how to keep in control. You'll see troops everywhere."
For media interviews, contact Zhigang Wang at (513) 229-2449.
UD STUDENT IN CHINA DURING PROTEST RECALLS STUDENTS' FRUSTRATION

Joseph Bowen traveled to China last year as part of a language study
program at Fudan University. He learned a lot more than he bargained for.
Bowen and five other University of Dayton students were in China May
5-June 10 last year when Chinese students calling for massive governmental
reforms staged pro-democracy marches and hunger strikes in Tiananmen
Square. On June 4, shortly after the UD students returned from a 10-day
tour of the countryside, thousands of soldiers entered Tiananmen Square and
began shooting student protesters.
"During the uprising, students captured a couple of public buses and
surrounded the university," recalled Bowen, a junior international studies
major at UD. "There was a lot of student activity in and around the university. A memorial was eventually set up in front of the Fudan campus."
Tour organizers cut the UD students' visit short by about 11 days
because of the protests. Bowen, a Dayton resident who would like to work
in Beijing's embassy one day, had an opportunity to talk with some of the
Chinese students.
"The demands from students varied from city to city," he said. "It
started with the students protesting some local governmental corruption.
Then it just escalated."
For media interviews, contact J
Bowen at (513) 278-1394 or
(513) 229-2731.
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